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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

1. Are your raw materials sourced within a 
500km radius of your manufacturing location?  

2. Do you have any recycling intiatives in place 
during manufacturing? 

3. Do you have recycling initiatives in place for a 
buildng products End of Life Cycle?

4. As a manufacturer, do you offer transparency 
around your supply chains and manufacturing 
processes?  

SCORE ____/4

INTRODUCTION

This handout presents a beginners guide to 
specifying local building manufacturers by 
assesing the environmental, economic and social 
sustainability of a manufacturer. Using a simple 
yes/no point score system individuals can begin to 
compare manufacturer’s  against each aspect of 
sustainabiliity.  

This handout will hopefully raise awareness and 
educate people, both industry professionals and 
the general population about the importance of 
sourcing and supporting locally building material 
manufacturer’s as it contributes to a more wholesome 
approach to sustainability.

BACKGROUND

The construction industry is one of the biggest 
responsible for environmental impacts on the world 
and also impacts almost every other industry. 
Globalization has led to the minimisation of trade 
barriers  has enabled both manufacturing to 
occur on a global scale and but also has enabled 
manufacturers to be more  productive through the 
exploitation of natural raw sources. 

However, this could have a detrimental effect on 
the world’s natural resources and also has the 
potential to significantly impact the wellbeing of 
local communities and economies. We are living 
in a society where people’s relationship to their 
environment truly matters and there are a growing 
number of people who are paying more attention to 
how everything impacts their community.

in  order to build a truely sustainable environment 
within the industry sustainability must be considered 
more holistically. By approaching sustainability more 
holistically it can be broken down into the “Three 
Pillars of Sustainablity.” These three pillars are 
environmental, economic and social and to develop 
a truly sustainabile  outcome each aspect must be 
considered to be of  equal importance. 



SOCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

1. Have you developed lifelong relationships 
with local industry professionals? 

2. Do you support the growth of people within 
the company? 

3. Do you actively engage with the local 
community and engender trust by being open 
about your product and manufacturing process? 

 

4. Do you actively educate the community about 
your product? 

SCORE ____/4

ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY 

1. Do you keep control of all aspects of the 
business in an attempt to be economically 
sustainable? 

2. Where you source your  raw material 
from, does it employ people within the local 
community? 

3. Do you employ people within the local 
community at the manufacturing location? 

4. Do you attempt to structure your 
manufacturing processes around supply and 
demand of your building material? 

SCORE ____/4
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